[image: OBHAG Logo News]OBHAG Programme 2025
Indoor meetings are held at Oswestry Methodist Church Hall, Castle Street, Oswestry SY11 1JZ, normally on the second Friday of the month, with some visits arranged during the summer.    
Entry fee to meetings: Members £2, visitors £5.
NEXT EVENT

Friday 12th December 7.30pm	OBHAG Christmas social evening and quiz with seasonal refreshments 
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Friday 10th January 7.30pm	Dr David Parsons, “Welsh and English in Medieval Oswestry: The Evidence of Place-Names”
Friday 14th February 7.30pm	Dr Judith Everard, “The early development of the Shropshire towns of Newport and Wem”
Friday 14th March 7.30pm.  	OBHAG's AGM followed by annual lecture by our President, Tim Malim, “Wat’s and Offa’s Dykes: chronology and character”.
Friday 11th April 7.30pm	Sara Downs, “Women landholders in the lordships of Ellesmere and Whitchurch, 1760-1860”. 
Friday 9th May 7.30pm 	John Pryce-Jones, “Oswestry 700 years ago – and its charter of 1324” 
Summer visits and walk  		Booking for the visits opens on 14th March and will be available at the AGM: members unable to attend the AGM can sign up by contacting John Pryce-Jones ( johnpryce-jones@talktalk.net )
Tuesday 10th June 6.15pm	Visit to Halston Chapel 
Situated in the grounds of Halston Hall, to the east of Whittington, SY11 4NS, this half-timbered chapel was built for the Knights Hospitallers who had a base at Halston from the 12th century.  Since the Dissolution it has belonged to the owners of Halston – who, from the late 16th century to 1847 were the Myttons, including ‘Mad Jack’ Mytton.  The chapel’s timbers have been dated to 1437/8; there is an 18th century brick tower; and fittings of the 17th and 18th century.  Time Team undertook investigations here in 2022: the programme is available on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZ6xmkKVvL4 .

	Parking is available on the gravel by Halston Hall, accessed via the main driveway (off the A495 Ellesmere road).  The chapel is about a 10-minute walk from the parking area but transport can be provided in a specially converted trailer for those who prefer not to walk.  Sturdy shoes should be worn.
	Visit arranged courtesy of the owners Rupert & Harriet Harvey.	Cost: members £5, visitors £7

Thursday 10th July 6.00pm	Visit to Ellesmere Canal Boatyard .
Established in 1806, the Yard was critical in maintaining the Llangollen and Montgomery canals during the height of Britain's canal-building era. The Canal & River Trust describes it as “a museum-quality place where you can reach out and touch history [which] serves not only as a historical site but also continues to ensure the upkeep of the canal network.”  The Yard retains much of its original infrastructure, including the blacksmith's forge, pattern room, dry dock, and various workshops that were used to build and repair pieces of the canal's infrastructure. The tour, with tea and biscuits at the end, takes about 2.5 hours.  Maximum number 20.  After an introduction to the Yard, the group will be split into two to visit the individual buildings.  There are some uneven surfaces and some steep stairs.
 
The yard is on the minor road from Ellesmere towards Tetchill and Queen’s Head, postcode . SY12 9AA.  Weather permitting, parking will be available on fields owned by the Canal & River Trust adjacent to the Yard.
Visit arranged courtesy of the Canal & River Trust. 	Cost: members £3, visitors £5
Sunday 7th September 1.00pm	guided walk round Welshpool.
Friday 12th September 7.30pm	Richard Church, “The lakes that never happened- 110 years of failed dam building in Montgomeryshire” 

Friday 10th October 7.30pm	Professor George Nash, “Megaliths and their role in a Neolithic Landscape”
Friday 14th November 7.30pm	Alison Utting, “Aggie – a dramatic monologue telling the story of Dame Agnes Hunt” 
Friday 12th December 7.30pm	OBHAG Christmas social evening and quiz with seasonal refreshments	.
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